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The Tallahassee Economy  
“Big Data”  Project 

 
“What's really going to make big data go mainstream is the ability to 
connect not just with data scientists and technologists but business 
people. And absolutely one of the keys to that is visualization, is being 
able to show people—not just tell people, not just show numbers or even 
show charts—but to have those charts and graphs and visualizations 
come alive.” 
 
Chris Selland, Vice President Of Marketing And Business Development, TABLEAU 
 
Companies surveyed in a recent DELL study concerning the implementation of Big 
Data practices found: 

- Better communication and knowledge sharing (51%) 

- Gaining competitive advantage (51%) 

- Improved efficiency in business processes (49%) 

- Improved customer experience and satisfaction (46%) 

 

 
 



Goal of the Tallahassee Economy Project   

 
 

• The Tallahassee Economy Project partners are:  

– Tallahassee Democrat (Skip Foster) 

– Capital City Bank (Bill Smith) 

– Tallahassee Memorial Hospital (Mark O’Bryant) 

– Florida State University (David Coburn and CEFA)   

• The goal of this partnership project is to have a dedicated website 
for the purpose of providing data (and analysis results) to the 
Tallahassee area community.  

• Users will be able to download data and analyze on their 
computers, smart phones and/or other technical devices. 

• Data analysis results can be seamlessly available from computer, 
and other devices, to social media venues, as a means to provide 
information and a guideline as to the characteristics, or current 
economic indicators, of the Tallahassee economy. 

 
 



Florida State University  
 Center for Economic Forecasting and Analysis (CEFA)   

Specializes in applying advanced, computer-based economic models 
and techniques to perform economic analyses and to examine public 
policy issues across a spectrum of research areas.  FSU CEFA also 
serves as a foundation for training students on the uses and 
applications of advanced economics and statistical tools.  
 
Key Areas of Expertise: 
• Economics, Sustainable Energy, High Tech Economic Research, 
• Environmental/Natural Resources, Economic Development  
• Econometrics, Economic Impact Analysis 

  
 
 
 
http://www.cefa.fsu.edu 
 

http://www.cefa.fsu.edu/
http://www.cefa.fsu.edu/
http://www.cefa.fsu.edu/
http://www.cefa.fsu.edu/


FSU CEFA Examples of Local Economic Projects   

FSU CEFA 

• Worked with the Florida Great Northwest (FGNW) on an “asset and 
inventories” project, and was a “beta-user” for the Workforce Innovation 
Technical Solution (WITS) on a Department of Labor WIRED grant. 

• Compiled of series of economic indicators according to the International 
Economic Development Council (IEDC) standards.  CEFA utilized numerous 
data sources (to populate the 24 individual spreadsheets). 

• Performed an economic, quality of life and investment climate study for the 
EDC which provided valuable insight(s) into economic development and the 
strategic planning process in the area.  

• Provided an economic and statistical analysis of the businesses located in 
the Tallahassee area using NETS.  NETS is the National Time Series 
Establishment database of all businesses in Florida (including 24 years of 
historical data), which CEFA owns. 

• Conducted an economic analysis and best practices microfinance study for 
the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity.  
 

 

 

 
 



Economic Impact Analyses Conducted  
in the Area by FSU CEFA since 2005 

 
 
 

From 2005 to 2015, CEFA conducted economic impact analyses for the EDC, 
for about 80 area businesses relating to expanding, relocating or creating 
new businesses in the area.  The majority of these businesses are currently 
experiencing sustained or higher  growth. The area businesses were 
primarily in the following categories: 
 

Primary Business Sectors Analyzed in the Tallahassee/Leon County Region 

Aerospace & Aviation Hotel 

AC Manufacturing Housing 

Biomedical Medical Services 

Construction Media 

Education Non-Profit 

Emergency Services Retail 

Green Energy Shopping Center(s) 



    

 Examples of Local Economic Indicators  
Tallahassee New Economy Index Indicators Study 

1) Managerial, Prof. & Tech. Jobs     6) Publicly Traded Companies 
2) Workforce Education                     7) Online Population 
3) Export Focus of Manufacturing    8) Broadband Capacity 
4) “Gazelles” 
5) Job Churning 

Study by FSU CEFA, Journal of Applied Research in Economic Development, 2003 

    Overall Managerial, Prof. Workforce Export Focus of         
New Publicly 

Traded Online Broadband 
    Final Technical Jobs Education Manufacturing "Gazelles" Job Churning Companies Population Tele.Cap. 
Rank   Score Rank Score Rank Score Rank Score Rank Score Rank Score Rank Score Rank Score Rank Score 

1 Gainsville 77.2 1 35% 1 
            
0.60  14  $    12,186  2 10.9% 20 8.4333 3 0.7688 1 52.5% 20 2.67 

2 Melbourne 68.7 5 26% 5 
            
0.41  8  $    31,592  17 10.4% 19 9.2623 6 0.3930 4 43.6% 4 5.21 

3 
West Palm 
Beach 67.8 8 25% 4 

            
0.41  5  $    37,809  6 10.7% 3 10.6762 4 0.4968 17 36.9% 2 7.22 

4 Miami 66.4 13 22% 11 
            
0.36  1  $  203,446  14 10.5% 18 9.5559 7 0.3609 8 41.8% 3 6.75 

5 Tallahassee 65.4 2 35% 2 
            
0.54  18  $      9,552  5 10.7% 17 9.609 11 0.0000 2 49.6% 17 2.89 

6 Orlando 64.9 10 24% 7 
            
0.38  7  $    31,646  1 16.2% 8 10.0711 9 0.2619 11 40.3% 5 5.21 

7 Ft. Laurendale 60.4 9 24% 10 
            
0.37  3  $    66,051  7 10.7% 11 9.9085 5 0.4056 12 40.0% 1 8.35 

8 Tampa 44.7 4 27% 12 
            
0.35  9  $    30,971  10 10.6% 16 9.6386 10 0.0735 10 40.5% 6 4.87 

9 Ft. Walton Beach 42.6 12 22% 3 
            
0.43  10  $    30,460  20 10.2% 6 10.528 11 0.0000 3 44.5% 18 2.79 

10 Daytona Beach 42.6 7 25% 15 
            
0.33  16  $    10,271  18 10.4% 5 10.5508 11 0.0000 14 38.2% 14 3.24 

11 Punta Gorda 42.1 16 18% 18 
            
0.30  2  $    82,404  19 10.2% 15 9.6712 1 1.5046 18 35.4% 10 3.56 

12 Jacksonville 40.9 6 26% 17 
            
0.30  11  $    23,392  4 10.8% 14 9.7191 8 0.3411 5 43.1% 8 4.02 

13 Pensacola 39.9 3 27% 9 
            
0.38  19  $      6,111  11 10.6% 4 10.6509 11 0.0000 9 41.6% 11 3.52 

14 Ft. Meyers 39.7 14 21% 13 
            
0.34  6  $    32,883  3 10.9% 7 10.229 11 0.0000 13 38.3% 12 3.45 

15 Ft. Pierce 39.6 15 21% 16 
            
0.33  12  $    18,843  8 10.6% 1 11.1198 11 0.0000 16 37.6% 13 3.44 

16 Sarasota 38.1 11 23% 8 
            
0.38  15  $    10,464  16 10.4% 13 9.7674 11 0.0000 6 43.0% 19 2.79 

17 Panama City 37.3 17 18% 14 
            
0.34  4  $    49,800  9 10.6% 9 10.0213 11 0.0000 15 38.2% 9 4.00 

18 Ocala 36.5 19 16% 20 
            
0.26  17  $      9,673  13 10.6% 10 9.9253 2 0.9212 20 32.9% 15 3.22 

19 Naples 34.8 20 12% 6 
            
0.41  20  $      6,085  15 10.5% 2 10.764 11 0.0000 7 41.9% 7 4.35 

20 Lakeland 21.3 18 17% 19 
            
0.27  13  $    12,825  12 10.6% 12 9.8984 11 0.0000 19 33.1% 16 3.18 



    

 Examples of Local Economic Indicators  
Tallahassee New Economy Index Indicators Study 

9) Computer Use in Schools 
10) Commercial Internet Domain Names 
11) Internet Backbone 
12) High Tech Jobs 
13) Degrees Granted in Science & Engineering 
14) Patents 
15) Academic R&D Funding 
16) Venture Capital Study by FSU CEFA, Journal of Applied Research in Economic Development, 2003 

      Computer Use Commercial Internet Internet High-Tech Degrees     Academic Venture 

      in Schools Domain Names Backbone Jobs Granted in S&E Patents R&D Funding Capital 

Rank     Rank Score Rank Score Rank Score Rank Score Rank Score Rank Score Rank Score Rank Score 

1 Gainsville   5 98.7% 8 1.63 14 0.0 12 2.8% 1 0.3753 3 0.77 1 2573.46 11 0.01% 

2 Melbourne   3 99.4% 11 1.46 3 191.7 1 11.5% 4 0.1274 1 0.84 8 32.63 5 0.18% 

3 West Palm Beach   6 98.5% 2 2.30 9 84.2 3 5.5% 9 0.0497 2 0.83 7 38.46 2 0.30% 

4 Miami   2 99.8% 3 2.15 6 155.0 9 3.9% 15 0.0269 16 0.23 3 178.82 10 0.02% 

5 Tallahassee   1 100.0% 4 1.83 1 271.3 8 4.1% 2 0.1935 17 0.23 2 796.70 13 0.00% 

6 Orlando   7 97.6% 6 1.72 4 181.4 4 4.9% 13 0.0305 18 0.23 5 54.28 3 0.29% 

7 Ft. Laurendale   4 99.4% 1 2.50 12 2.5 13 2.8% 14 0.0289 5 0.49 10 4.33 4 0.19% 

8 Tampa   14 89.4% 7 1.71 8 106.3 6 4.3% 17 0.0212 11 0.30 4 124.62 6 0.12% 

9 Ft. Walton Beach   1 100.0% 16 1.09 14 0.0 2 5.9% 18 0.0203 14 0.24 11 0.00 13 0.00% 

10 Daytona Beach   11 93.4% 10 1.51 2 267.4 7 4.2% 6 0.0851 12 0.29 9 22.70 13 0.00% 

11 Punta Gorda   1 100.0% 13 1.18 14 0.0 20 1.0% 20 0.0000 6 0.46 11 0.00 13 0.00% 

12 Jacksonville   13 92.9% 15 1.14 5 157.1 11 3.3% 11 0.0409 13 0.24 11 0.00 8 0.03% 

13 Pensacola   9 94.2% 17 1.09 10 32.5 14 2.6% 3 0.1527 15 0.24 6 40.83 13 0.00% 

14 Ft. Meyers   10 93.9% 9 1.58 7 147.1 10 3.3% 16 0.0250 9 0.31 11 0.00 12 0.10% 

15 Ft. Pierce   1 100.0% 14 1.15 14 0.0 5 4.5% 10 0.0469 7 0.46 11 0.00 13 0.00% 

16 Sarasota   12 93.1% 5 1.75 13 2.3 17 2.2% 12 0.0341 8 0.40 11 0.00 7 0.09% 

17 Panama City   1 100.0% 19 0.95 14 0.0 15 2.5% 5 0.0869 4 0.50 11 0.00 13 0.00% 

18 Ocala   1 100.0% 18 1.01 11 17.3 16 2.4% 8 0.0574 19 0.22 11 0.00 1 0.46% 

19 Naples   1 100.0% 12 1.32 14 0.0 19 1.9% 19 0.0000 10 0.31 11 0.00 13 0.00% 

20 Lakeland   8 95.6% 20 0.78 14 0.0 18 2.0% 7 0.0627 20 0.19 11 0.00 9 0.02% 



    

 Examples of Local Economic Data Indicators  

Tallahassee-Leon County Office of Economic Vitality  
http://oevforbusiness.com/data-center/data-downloads/  
 

http://oevforbusiness.com/data-center/data-downloads/
http://oevforbusiness.com/data-center/data-downloads/
http://oevforbusiness.com/data-center/data-downloads/
http://oevforbusiness.com/data-center/data-downloads/
http://oevforbusiness.com/data-center/data-downloads/
http://oevforbusiness.com/data-center/data-downloads/
http://oevforbusiness.com/data-center/data-downloads/


    

 Examples of Economic Indicators,  
Minneapolis/St Paul Minn.  

Indicator What is the measure? Why is it important? How is it measured?     
ECONOMY       
Gross regional 
product per capita 

Measures the total the value of 
goods and services produced in a 
region per year, per person 

A rise in per capita GRP, all else 
equal, signals a rise in productivity. 
Increased productivity is associated 
with a higher standard of living and 
greater business profitability.  

Bureau of Economic Analysis, 
2014. Revised estimates. U.S. 
Census Bureau midyear population 
estimates, 2014.  
http://www.bea.gov/itable/ 
 

BUSINESS VITALITY       

Establishments 
surviving 5 years or 
more  

The percentage of new 
establishments that stay in 
operations for 5 years or more 

Demonstrates the ability of a region 
to support and sustain new 
businesses.  

Bureau of Labor Statistics, BED, 
Table 7, 2014. 
http://www.bls.gov/bdm/bdmage.ht
m 

TALENT       
Net migration of 25-
34 year olds 

Number of residents aged 25-34 
that moved from elsewhere to MSP 
in the past year minus the number 
that moved out in the past year. 
  

This age group includes younger 
workers who play a large role in the 
region’s talent pool.  

Integrated Public Use Microdata 
Series from the U.S. Census 
Bureau, American Community 
Survey. 
http://usa.ipums.org/usa/ 
  

EDUCATION       
6-year graduation 
rate at 4-year 
institutions 

Percent of students enrolled in 4-
year degree programs who 
graduate within 6 years  
  

See above.  From Compass: The six-year 
graduation rate represents the 
share of first-time, full-time, degree-
seeking students who completed 
their degree at the same institution 
within 150% of "normal" program 
time (i.e., within six years.) 
http://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/ 
 

http://www.bea.gov/itable/
http://www.bls.gov/bdm/bdmage.htm
http://www.bls.gov/bdm/bdmage.htm
http://usa.ipums.org/usa/
http://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/


    

  
Examples of Economic Indicators,  
Minneapolis/St Paul Minn., cont. 

  Indicator What is the measure? Why is it important? How is it measured?     
INFRASTRUCTURE       
Percent of population 
that has access to 
advertised broadband 
speeds of 1GB or higher 
  

The percentage of the metropolitan area 
that have access to “advertised” 
broadband speeds 1GB or higher. 
Broadband commonly refers to high-
speed Internet access that is always on 
and faster than the traditional dial-up 
access. 

Broadband is a critical piece of economic 
infrastructure and higher speeds allow 
users to access greater amounts of data, 
faster.  

National Broadband Map (2014), National 
Telecommunications & Information 
Administration. 
http://www.broadbandmap.gov/ 
  

ENVIRONMENT       
Average price,for 
electricity for 
commercial and 
industrial users 
(cents/kWh; primary 
metro utility) 

Average retail price of electricity to 
commercial and industrial users. Price for 
largest electric utility in each metro 
market. 

Competitive energy costs are an 
important factor when businesses decide 
where to locate and hire and in 
determining long-term expenses.  

U.S. Energy Information Administration 
(EIA). 

LIVABILITY       
Violent crime rate per 100k 
residents 

Rate of violent crime (including murder, forcible 
rape, robbery and aggravated assault) per 
100,000 residents 

Violent crimes impose large costs on 
communities through lower property values, 
higher insurance premiums, reduced investment 
in high-crime areas, and higher public safety 
and criminal justice costs.  

(# of violent crimes/population)*100000; 
http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/ucr/crime-in-the-
u.s/2013/crime-in-the-u.s.-
2013/tables/6tabledatadecpdf/table-6; Trend: 
https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/bca/Pages/default.a
spx 

Percent of residents 16+ who 
volunteered in past year  

Percent of residents (16+) who volunteered (a 
person who performed unpaid volunteer 
activities at any point during the 12-month 
period, from September 1 of the prior year 
through the survey week in September of the 
survey year) in the past year  
  

"Volunteers are important community assets, 
often providing care and services that neither 
govt.nor the private sector can afford to provide 
on their own. High rates of volunteerism also 
signal a healthy willingness of individuals to pitch 
in and make the community a better place." 

# of respondents (16+) reported having 
volunteered at least once in the last year/# of 
total residents 16+ 2012. Current Population 
Survey, Volunteer Supplement, the U.S. Census 
Bureau for the Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
http://www.volunteeringinamerica.gov/ 
  

MSP Regional Indicators Dashboard, 2015. Dale Weeks, personal communication. 

http://www.broadbandmap.gov/
https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/bca/Pages/default.aspx
https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/bca/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.volunteeringinamerica.gov/


Economic Indicators can be combined  to represent a composite view of economic 
performance, or an economic index. 
 
Jacksonville Local Economic Indicators Project (LEIP) - Index 
http://www.unf.edu/coggin/leip/ 
 
Jacksonville Index of Leading Indicators 
Based on the model developed by the University of San Diego, UNF developed an Index of Leading 
Indicators(LEI) for Jacksonville. This methodology employs both local and national data to predict economic 
conditions three to six months in advance. UNF use the Conference Board (national provider) methodology 
employing the national weighting procedures for each category. In total, there are eleven categories with the 
national components being new orders for consumer goods, new orders for capital goods, consumer confidence, 
average work week hours, the money supply, and the percentage of late deliveries. The local components are 
help wanted advertising, building permits, new applications for unemployment insurance, interest rate spreads, 
and the local stock price index. 
 
Tallahassee Economic Index (TEI) - Scorecard 
http://www.tallahasseeeconomicindex.com/about-the-index/the-creators.html 
 
The TEI is a collaborative effort headed by First Franklin Financial Branch Manager and Financial Adviser Brett F. 
Ewing. Mr Ewing along with many dedicated staff members, interns from The Florida State University, and other 
local community members and leaders have spent years compiling and organizing data in an effort to bring an 
ongoing data based report to the Tallahassee Community about what kind of growth Tallahassee's economy is 
really experiencing. Components to the TEI include: Initial Unemployment Claims, Airport Traffic, Building Permits 
Realtor Sales, Average Home Prices, Sales from: Pawnshops, Advertising, Drinking Places, Furniture, Apparel, 
Office Supplies, Graphics, Lumber, Household Appliances, Shoe Stores 
  
 

 Examples of Local Economic Indicators  

http://www.unf.edu/coggin/leip/
http://www.tallahasseeeconomicindex.com/about-the-index/the-creators.html
http://www.tallahasseeeconomicindex.com/about-the-index/the-creators.html
http://www.tallahasseeeconomicindex.com/about-the-index/the-creators.html
http://www.tallahasseeeconomicindex.com/about-the-index/the-creators.html
http://www.tallahasseeeconomicindex.com/about-the-index/the-creators.html
http://www.tallahasseeeconomicindex.com/about-the-index/the-creators.html
http://www.tallahasseeeconomicindex.com/about-the-index/the-creators.html
http://www.tallahasseeeconomicindex.com/about-the-index/the-creators.html


Introduction to DataZoa 

Go To Demo Site: https://www.datazoa.com/FSU_CEFA 

Information on DataZoa: 
 
Video on working with dataZephyr 
http://www.datazephyr.com/Videos/AirportStatsInDataZephyr/WorkingWithDataZephyr.html 
 
A general purpose "what is dataZoa/dataZephyr" page with many examples of existing 
clients along with screen shots and videos (lot of information). 
http://www.datazephyr.com/UniversityLibraries.html 
 
Multimedia dZBoard Example 
http://www.datazoa.com/mydz/mydataboards.asp?uid=dzadmin&databoard_id=jhjmgiol&dzuuid=12
14&tablabel=3%2E%29+Multimedia+dZBoard&action=publicview 
 
Multi-Page dZBoard Example 
http://www.datazoa.com/mydz/mydataboards.asp?uid=dzadmin&databoard_id=moogjipn&dzuuid=1
214&tablabel=4%2DA%2E%29+Multi%2DPage+dZBoard%3A+Econ+Stats&action=publicview 
 
dZBoard Creation Video (in detail, 40 minutes) 
http://www.marketbrowser.com/dZBoards2Webinar/dZBoards2Webinar.html 
 

https://www.datazoa.com/FSU_CEFA
http://www.datazephyr.com/Videos/AirportStatsInDataZephyr/WorkingWithDataZephyr.html
http://www.datazephyr.com/UniversityLibraries.html
http://www.datazoa.com/mydz/mydataboards.asp?uid=dzadmin&databoard_id=jhjmgiol&dzuuid=1214&tablabel=3.)+Multimedia+dZBoard&action=publicview
http://www.datazoa.com/mydz/mydataboards.asp?uid=dzadmin&databoard_id=jhjmgiol&dzuuid=1214&tablabel=3.)+Multimedia+dZBoard&action=publicview
http://www.datazoa.com/mydz/mydataboards.asp?uid=dzadmin&databoard_id=moogjipn&dzuuid=1214&tablabel=4-A.)+Multi-Page+dZBoard:+Econ+Stats&action=publicview
http://www.datazoa.com/mydz/mydataboards.asp?uid=dzadmin&databoard_id=moogjipn&dzuuid=1214&tablabel=4-A.)+Multi-Page+dZBoard:+Econ+Stats&action=publicview
http://www.marketbrowser.com/dZBoards2Webinar/dZBoards2Webinar.html


Introduction to DataZoa 

 
 Examples of DataZoa Managed Sites: 

 
http://nkybythenumbers.nku.edu/index.php?option=com_content&view=a
rticle&id=37&Itemid=39 
 
http://www.datazephyr.com/test/ButlerCenter 
 
Delaware Labor 
 
Kansas (deep link example) 
 
Northern Kentucky 

http://nkybythenumbers.nku.edu/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=37&Itemid=39
http://nkybythenumbers.nku.edu/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=37&Itemid=39
http://www.datazephyr.com/test/ButlerCenter
https://lmi.delawareworks.com/
https://lmi.delawareworks.com/
https://lmi.delawareworks.com/
http://www.cedbr.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=850&Itemid=425%23ictleading
http://www.cedbr.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=850&Itemid=425%23ictleading
http://www.cedbr.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=850&Itemid=425%23ictleading
http://nkybythenumbers.nku.edu/index.php
http://nkybythenumbers.nku.edu/index.php
http://nkybythenumbers.nku.edu/index.php


Introduction to DataZoa 
 
 
DataZoa Functionality 

Download - Allows visitors to download all of the historical data sitting behind any given display 
 
Embed - Allows visitors to place a copy of a given display on their own site (re-embedding)  
 
Share - Allows visitors to share a display via social media (Facebook, Twitter etc.) 
 
 
Email - Allows visitors to email a link to a display to friends/colleagues  
 
Text - Allows visitors to text a link to a display to friends/colleagues 
Mirror - Allows visitors to dynamically mirror a auto-updating copy of a table into an Excel sheet 
on their desktop 
Analyze - Allows visitors to get a free copy of DataZephyr with which they can do advanced 
analysis of data 
Follow - Allows visitors to follow a display into their own DataZoa account (creating a free 
passive viewing account if they don't have one) 
Print (PDF) - Allows visitors to get a snapshot of the display as a PDF for printing or other uses 
Print (PNG) - Allows visitors to get a snapshot of the display as a PNG for printing or other uses 

 

Display Tool Descriptions  



    

 The Tallahassee Economy Project  
Initial Economic Indicators in DataZoa  

*The initial list of economic indicators were developed by Tallahassee Economic Project Team during August and September 2016 



What is the Tallahassee Economy Story? 
(Tallahassee MSA Data, 2015) 

(DataZoa Demo Site Tabs)   
 

 Go To Demo Site: https://www.datazoa.com/FSU_CEFA 
See the Following Tabs of Indicators: 

• Demographics 
• Employment 
• Unemployment 
• GDP 
• Income 
• Wages 
• Housing 
• Other 

 

https://www.datazoa.com/FSU_CEFA


What is the Tallahassee Economy Story? 
(Tallahassee MSA Data, 2015) 

Demographics Snapshot   
 

 
• Strong representation of youth (aged less than 24 years); about 39 

percent of the population. The largest age group are the 20-24 year 
olds, at 15%.  There are 31% > 24 and < 49 years; and 31% > 49 
years). About 46 percent of the population are less than 30 years 
old. 

• Population has increased 2.9% (since 2010) with 378,593 in 2015; 
with about 52 percent female.  

• The group with ages 40 - 60 years are higher wage earners (~23%) 
and are marginally declining (since 2010), whereas the relative 
share of young (ages 20-24 years) and older (60+ years) is 
increasing over time. 

• 65% of the population has attained at least some college or 
greater. 35% have either Bachelor’s (20.4%) or 
Graduate/Professional degrees (15%). 

 

 
 



   

 Examples of Economic Indicators in DataZoa 
(Tallahassee MSA) 

Population by Age for Years 2010-2015 



   

 Examples of Economic Indicators in DataZoa 
(Demographics Tallahassee MSA, 2015) 

Population by Age for 2015 Educational Attainment for 2015 



What is the Tallahassee Economy Story? 
(Tallahassee MSA Data, as of Aug. 2016) 

Employment Snapshot   
 

 
• Government is largest employer with a share of 40.6% of all 

employed. 

• The second largest employment industry is Education and Health 
Services. Combined with government, these two sectors represent 
55.4% of all employed in Tallahassee.   

• Professional and Business Services (13.6%), and Retail Trade 
(13%) represent the next highest employers in the area.  

• For the Tallahassee comparison MSA’s, Tallahassee MSA has a 5 
year average growth rate of 1.0% (and 10 year growth rate of 
0.02%). The other MSA’s 5 year growth rates: 

– Baton Rouge LA:  2.37% 

– Columbia MO: 1.98% 

– Columbia SC:  2.47% 

– Gainesville:  1.72% 

– Nashville TN:  3.70% 

  
 

 

 
 



   

 Examples of Economic Indicators in DataZoa 
(Employment in Tallahassee MSA, 2015) 

 Employment by Sector as of August 2016 

Total Non Farm Employment as of August 2016 



   

 Examples of Economic Indicators in DataZoa 
(Employment in Tallahassee MSA, 2015) 

 Top Ten Employers in 2003 and 2015 
-5,762 

1,548 

980 1,733 -516 200 -914 190 428  1,051  
 -

 5,000

 10,000

 15,000

 20,000

 25,000

 30,000

Largest Employers Business Employees 2003 Employees 2015 Employee Gain/(Loss) 2003-2015 

State of Florida Government 
                       
25,204  

                      
19,442  

                                                               
(5,762) 

Florida State University Education 
                       
12,830  

                      
14,378  

                                                                  
1,548  

Leon County School Board Education 
                          
4,403  

                         
5,383  

                                                                      
980  

Tallahassee Memorial Hospital Inc. Healthcare 
                          
2,850  

                         
4,583  

                                                                  
1,733  

City of Tallahassee Government 
                          
3,327  

                         
2,811  

                                                                   
(516) 

Publix Supermarkets 
Retail Grocery 
Store 

                          
2,000  

                         
2,200  

                                                                      
200  

Florida A&M University Education 
                          
2,681  

                         
1,767  

                                                                   
(914) 

Leon County Government 
                          
1,522  

                         
1,712  

                                                                      
190  

Tallahassee Community College Education 
                          
1,090  

                         
1,518  

                                                                      
428  

Capital Regional Center Healthcare   
                         
1,051  

                                                                  
1,051  

    
                       
55,907  

                      
54,845  

                                                               
(1,062) 

Source: Moody's Investor s Service, Florida State University and City of Tallahassee FL, Issuer In-dept, 18- May 2016 



What is the Tallahassee Economy Story? 
(Tallahassee MSA Data, as of Aug. 2016) 

Unemployment Snapshot   
 

 

• Over the last decade, employment has remained relatively flat, at 
around 150,000.  

• Unemployment in both the Tallahassee MSA (4.8%) and Leon 
County (4.7%) are similar, but are lower than the state of Florida 
(4.9%), which in turn is lower than the U.S unemployment rate 
(5.0%).   

• For the Tallahassee comparison MSA’s, as of August 2016, the 
highest unemployment rates are in Baton Rouge LA and Columbia 
SC. 

– Baton Rouge LA:  5.7% 

– Columbia SC: 5.2% 

– Tallahassee FL:  4.8% 

– Gainesville FL:  4.4% 

– Columbia MO:  4.1% 

– Nashville TN:  3.9% 

  
 

 

 
 



   

  
Examples of Economic Indicators in DataZoa 

(Unemployment in Leon County, 2016) 
 Unemployment Rates as of August 2016 

Unemployment Rates among Comparisons, as of August 2016 



What is the Tallahassee Economy Story? 
(Tallahassee MSA Data) 

GDP Snapshot, Years 2010-2015   
 

 
• Although remaining relatively flat at less than 1%, the real per 

capita GDP has been up for the last three years, at 0.63%, 0.92% 
and 0.71%, for years 2013, 2014, and 2015, respectively. 

• Tallahassee MSA GDP was $14.75 billion (up 0.71% from 2014).   

• For the Tallahassee comparison MSA’s, as of 2015, the highest per 
capita GDP  are in Nashville TN and Baton Rouge LA. 

  
 

 

 
 

Per Capita Real GDP Comparisons 



   

  
Examples of Economic Indicators in DataZoa 

(GDP in the Tallahassee MSA) 
 

Per Capita Personal Income & Real GDP, from years 2000 to 2014 

Per Capita Real GDP Comparisons 

* Per capita personal income is in current dollars, and per capita real GDP is in 2010 dollars 



What is the Tallahassee Economy Story? 
(Tallahassee MSA Data) 

Income Snapshot, Years 2010-2014   

 
 

• Personal income is starting to rise in the Tallahassee MSA (up in 2014 by 
4.82%). 

 

 

 

 

 

• For the Tallahassee comparison MSA’s, as of 2015, the highest median household 
incomes  are in Nashville TN and Baton Rouge LA. 

  
 

 

 
 

Tallahassee MSA Personal Income 

Tallahassee MSA Median Household Income Comparisons 



   

  
Examples of Economic Indicators in DataZoa 

(Income in the Tallahassee MSA) 
 Median Household Income from Years 2010 to 2015 

Median Household Income Comparisons 

* Per capita personal income is in current dollars, and per capital real GDP is in 2010 dollars 



What is the Tallahassee Economy Story? 
(Tallahassee MSA Data) 

Annual Mean Wages Snapshot, Years 2011-2015   
 

 
• Management occupations earnings are at the top in the Tallahassee MSA, 

followed by Legal occupations. Architect & Engineering and Healthcare 
Practitioners and Technical, are the same; at $66,330. 

• For the Tallahassee comparison MSA’s, as of 2015, the highest annual 
mean wages are in Nashville TN, Baton Rouge LA and Columbia MO. 
Gainesville and Tallahassee are very close (with $42,940 and $42,850, 
respectively.  Columbia SC exhibits the lowest wages for 2015: $42,200. 

  
 

 

 
 

Tallahassee MSA Mean Annual Wages Comparisons  



   

  
Examples of Economic Indicators in DataZoa 

(Wages in the Tallahassee MSA) 
 Mean Annual Wages from Years 2011 to 2015 

Tallahassee MSA Mean Annual Wages Years 2011-2015 



What is the Tallahassee Economy Story? 
(Tallahassee MSA Data) 

Housing Snapshot, Years 2014-2016   
 

 
• Using the last year of quarterly data, the average annual growth in house 

prices for the period was 11.7%.  

• For the Tallahassee comparison MSA’s, all the comparison MSA’s have 
also increased in terms of house price indices. For the last quarter change, 
both Columbia SC and Gainesville FL have decreased.  

 

  
 

 

 
 

Tallahassee MSA House Price Indices Comparisons  



   

  
Examples of Economic Indicators in DataZoa 

Housing in the Tallahassee MSA 
 Housing Price Indices for Comparison MSA’s  

 Building Permits: Units  
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House Price Index: All Transactions 

Tallahassee MSA Florida United States



What is the Tallahassee Economy Story? 
(Tallahassee MSA Data) 

“Other Indicators” Snapshot   
 

 
Examples of some additional Quality of Life indicators: 

Demographics 
• Minority school enrollment 
Families 
• Children Under Age 18 In Poverty 
• Births to Unwed Mothers 
• Births to Unwed Mothers Age 15 To 19 
Public Safety 
• Tallahassee City Crime Data 
• Leon County Crime Data 
• Tallahassee Crime Comparison 
• Tallahassee Crime Rates 
• Youths Referred for Delinquency 
Health 
• Leon County Rankings 
• Infant Mortality 
• Infant Mortality Documents and Data 
• Sexual Transmitted Diseases Among Teenagers 
• Youth substance Abuse 
Housing 
• Leon County Real Estate Supply & Demand 

 

  
 

 

 
 

http://www.tandl.leon.k12.fl.us/programme/databook/2012_2013/2012-2013_LCS_Databook.pdf
http://datacenter.kidscount.org/data/tables/5320-children-under-age-18-in-poverty?loc=11&loct=5%23detailed/5/1860-1926/false/36,868,867,133,38/any/11836,11837
http://datacenter.kidscount.org/data/tables/596-births-to-unwed-mothers?loc=11&loct=5%23detailed/5/1860-1926/false/36,868,867,133,38/any/11973,1401
http://datacenter.kidscount.org/data/tables/6149-births-to-unwed-mothers-age-15-to-19?loc=11&loct=5%23detailed/5/1860-1926/false/36,868,867,133,38/any/12830
http://www.city-data.com/crime/crime-Tallahassee-Florida.html
http://www.fdle.state.fl.us/cms/FSAC/County-Profiles/Leon.aspx
http://www.homefacts.com/crime/Florida/Leon-County/Tallahassee/32304.html
http://www.neighborhoodscout.com/fl/tallahassee/crime/
http://www.bebr.ufl.edu/data/3132/county/12073-county-leon
http://www.countyhealthrankings.org/app/florida/2015/rankings/leon/county/outcomes/overall/snapshot
http://www.floridacharts.com/charts/DataViewer/InfantDeathViewer/ID_Ten_Year_Report_OLAP.aspx?year=2015&indNumber=0053
http://www.floridahealth.gov/diseases-and-conditions/infant-mortality-and-adverse-birth-outcomes/data/index.html
http://www.floridacharts.com/charts/CommunicableDiseases/
http://www.myflfamilies.com/service-programs/substance-abuse/fysas
http://help.manausa.com/real-estate-supply-and-demand/


    

 The Tallahassee Economy Project  
Other Quality of Life Economic Indicators  

* Tallahassee Area Quality of Life study conducted in 2008 by FSU CEFA. 

 
DEMOGRAPHICS 
1.Total population 
2.Population by age group 
3.Population by race 
4.Income distribution 
5.Public school enrollment 
6.Minority public school 
enrollment 
7.Private school enrollment 
  

 

 
FAMILIES 
1. Children in single parent 

families 
2. Births to unwed mothers 
3. Births to teen mothers 
4. Children in foster care 
5. Child abuse and neglect 
6. Child care affordability 
7. Homelessness 
  

PUBLIC SAFETY 
1. Violent crime rate 
2. Property crime rate 
3. Youths referred for 

delinquency 
4. Youths referred for felonies 

and misdemeanors 
5. Traffic crashes 
6. Fatal traffic crashes 
7. Drinking and driving 
8. Perception of 

neighborhood safety 
9. Recidivism among serious 

habitual offenders 

 
HEALTH 
1. Health insurance 
2. Emergency room visits 
3. Infant mortality 
4. Low birth weight 
5. Sexually transmitted 

diseases among 
teenagers 

6. Youth smoking 
7. Youth drinking 
8. Youth substance abuse 
9. Youth mental health 

EDUCATION 
1. School readiness 
2. Reading 
3. White-African American gap in 

reading 
4. Mathematics 
5. White-African American gap in 

mathematics 
6. Writing 
7. Third grade retention 
8. High school graduation rate 
9. High school dropout rate 
10. Pursuit of postsecondary 

education 
11. Average teacher salary 
12. School safety 
13. Adult educational attainment 
14. Public library use 
15. Class size 
16. Students with disabilities 

 
ECONOMY 
1. Unemployment rate 
2. Average annual wage 
3. Per capita income 
4. Children in poverty 
5. Child poverty by family 
6. Home ownership 
7. Affordability of rental 
8. Tourism 
9. Employment by industry 
  

 
COMMUNITY 
1. Voter registration 
2. Voter turnout 
3. Public perception  
4. Sprawl 
5. Substandard living 
6. Use of public 

transportation 
7. Transportation to work 
8. Travel time to work 
9. Parks and recreation 
10. Traffic congestion 

 
ENVIRONMENT 
1. Lake water quality 
2. Conservation of natural 
3. Water consumption 
4. Electricity consumption 
5. Recycling 
6. Outdoor air quality 
  



What is the Tallahassee Economy Story? 
(Based on the Big Data in DataZoa)   

 
 

Summary 
The area is seeing greater population growth  in two age groups; youth (about 46 percent of the population 
are less than 30 years old) and older (60+ years; 19%) is increasing over time.  The age groups 40-60 (about 
23%) are marginally declining (since 2010). 

Highly educated community - 35% have either Bachelor’s (20.4%) or Graduate/Professional degrees (15%). It 
should be noted that there are 20.3% with some college and no degree in the area. 

Government is the largest employer (~41%). State Government, City of Tallahassee and FAMU are decreasing 
over time. FSU, Leon County Schools, TMH, Publix, Leon County, TCC and Capital Regional Hospital are 
increasing.   Employment over the last 10 years has remained relatively flat, at 150,000. Unemployment 
slightly lower than the state.  

Real GDP has been up for the last three years and is now up to 0.71%. Per capita GDP highest in Nashville 
TN and Baton Rouge LA. 

Tallahassee MSA personal income (in 2014) up 4.82% from a year earlier. Median Household income has been 
relatively flat for the last three years. 

Annual mean wages is up 2.86% when compared with a year earlier, but Gainesville’s is down 0.23% (when 
compared with a year earlier). 

Management occupations earnings are at the top in the Tallahassee MSA, followed by Legal occupations. 
Architect & Engineering and Healthcare Practitioners and Technical, are the same; at $66,330. 

Using the last year of quarterly data, the average annual growth in house prices for the period was 11.7%. For 
the last quarter change, both Columbia SC and Gainesville FL have decreased.  

 

 

  

 
 



Conclusions and Next Steps 
• Continue refining data and data sources  
Some examples of types of data/measures/indicators (not exhaustive): 
 Area government expenditure, revenues, debt  
 Workforce data 
 Real estate: home sales, property taxes, appraised and market values, mortgage 

and other loans, average age of housing stock 
 Auto sales and loans 
 Tourism/Visitor data 
 Quality of life measures  
 Business sector activities 
 Further refinement on data; more recent quarterly and monthly data 

 
• Provide Wiki Site User Manual of DataZoa. 
• Continue working with DataZoa regarding improvements to the 

functionality.  
• Possible creation of a Tallahassee MSA index. 
• Additional Collaborations 

 



Big Data Quotes 
• “We chose it because we deal with huge amounts of data. Besides, it 

sounds really cool.” – Larry Page, co-founder of Google. 
• “Data is the new science. Big Data holds the answers." - Pat 

Gelsinger, the Chief Executive Officer of VMware, Inc. and former 
Chief Operating Officer of EMC Corporation. 

• "Data are becoming the new raw material of business." – Craig 
Mundie, Senior Advisor to the CEO at Microsoft. 

• “Everybody gets so much information all day long that they lose 
their common sense.” – Gertrude Stein 

• "The goal is to turn data into information, and information into 
insight." – Carly Fiorina, former chief executive of Hewlett-Packard 
Company or HP. 

• “In God we trust. All others must bring data.” – W. Edwards Deming, 
statistician, professor, author, lecturer, and consultant. 

 
Contact info: Julie Harrington jharrington@cefa.fsu.edu 
Technical DataZoa Questions: Mark Beane mbeane@lmtech.com 

 
 

mailto:jharrington@cefa.fsu.edu
mailto:mbeane@lmtech.com
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